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Feb. 29: Military spokespersons reported that two rebels and one soldier were killed in
Quetzaltenango department. One of the rebels killed was believed to be a Mexican national.
March 1: Police spokespersons reported that unidentified persons attacked the home of Christian
Democrat deputy and Catholic priest Andres Giron in Nueva Concepcion, Escuintla department.
No casualties were reported. A report by the army information office (DIDE) said two soldiers
were killed during a rebel ambush at Santa Ana Berlin, Escuintla. Next, two rebels were killed
at Costa Cuca, Quetzaltenango department. March 2: Giron told reporters that he plans to leave
Guatemala, and denounce human rights violations in Guatemala throughout the world. He
added that "people who demand social justice [in Guatemala] get killed." Army spokesperson
Capt. Julio Alberto Yon reported that two soldiers and one rebel were killed during a clash in
Colomba, Quetzaltenango. March 5: In a communique, the URNG reported that rebel exert a
"strong influence" in Huehuetenango, El Quiche, Quetzaltenango, Alta Verapaz, and El Peten
departments. Next, the rebels reported 11 government troop casualties in the four departments
between Feb. 29 and March 1. Guatemalan Defense Minister Gen. Jose Garcia dismissed the report
by the URNG. He said rebel influence "exists only in the minds of the rebels and the press. They
have no control." Next, Garcia denied the URNG report of 11 troop casualties between Feb. 29
and March 1. He reiterated that foreign nationals are members of the URNG. March 10: Defense
Minister Garcia asserted that documents including a personal diary found on the person of Mexican
national Ramon de la Mora Bueno, killed in fighting Feb. 29, proved that he was a member of the
Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG). According to Garcia, de la Mora belonged to
the Revolutionary Organization of the People in Arms (ORPA), one of the four rebel groups under
the URNG. Garcia added that at the time of his death, de la Mora was dressed in military fatigues.
His possessions included a document indicating accreditation as a journalist by the University
of Chiapas (Mexico). Garcia denied claims by Mexican officials that de la Mora was working as a
journalist in Guatemala. March 11: Interior Minister Fernando Hurtado told reporters that seven
persons had been arrested and warrants issued for 16 others in connection with recent assaults on
the Cafe, El Quetzal, Agriculture, and BANVI banks. Hurtado said the detained persons include
former police and army officers, and two senior active duty military officers. The Mexican Foreign
Ministry requested information concerning the death of Mexican national Ramon de la Mora
Bueno. According a source at the Autonomous University in Chiapas, De la Mora had traveled to
Guatemala to participate in a radio seminar in Huehuetenango organized by the Latin American
Center for Higher Education Journalism Studies. Local residents in San Luis, El Peten department,
told reporters that rebels blew up a major tower belonging to the Guatemalan Telecommunications
Firm (GUATEL) at Cerro Canchacan. Telephone service to 12 municipalities was disrupted as a
result of the attack. Armed forces spokesperson Yon reported that four soldiers and three rebels
were killed in fighting near Cuarto Pueblo, El Quiche department. March 12: DIDE confirmed
sabotage of the GUATEL tower in El Peten. According to the report, telephone service would be
restored in three to five days. March 13: DIDE reported that one rebel was killed in a clash with
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army troops in Aguada Jolomococ, El Peten. Another rebel was reported killed during fighting
in Pueblo Nuevo San Carlos. March 14: Firefighters told reporters that at least one person was
killed and six others injured when a bomb exploded on the outskirts of the capital. March 16: Army
spokesperson Col. Victor Vasquez reported three rebels killed during a clash with army troops
in La Libertad, El Peten. Next, one rebel was killed in fighting near the Rio Nil in Colombo Costa
Cuca, Quetzaltenango. (Basic data from Spanish news service EFE, 03/11/92; Agence France-Presse,
03/02/92, 03/12/92, 03/13/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
03/02/92, 03/03/92, 03/10-13/92, 03/16/92; Notimex, 03/11/92, 03/14/92, 03/16/92)
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